NVERTED CATHOLIC. 


“When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” 


NEW YORK 
JAMES A. O'CONNOR, 


60 Bisnte Howse, 


1SSS. 





! t Ay yo 
The Converted Catholic. 


EDITE Pv LTATUP O'CONNOR 


Vili DI FALIMNES UUUANWNUN, 
When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.— LUKE xxii: 


Vol. V. NEW YORK, JANUARY, 1888. 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. ane 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
Spec ially designed for the enlightenment of R It IS WITH NO LITTLE PLEASURE AND 
man Catholics and their conversion satisfaction that we call attention to the 
oO anvelical Christianity. - a 
Feces _s new title page of the cover of THr 


JAMES A. O'CONNOR, PUBLISHER, CONVERTED CATHOLIC and the neatness 
60 Bible House, New York. of our new headings for articles, as well 


ere as the great improvement typographi- 


Subscription, Per Year, - - - - - $1.00 ’ ; 
Single Copies, 10 Cents, cally which will be noticed throughout 

pag . the magazine. We leave it to our read- 

7a@¥- Subscribers can have sample copi ; ‘ 
sent to friends by forwarding name and address. €TS tO say whether there is also an im- 
tes oh Mie Gaat Oikine at Mew You provement in the matter, spiritual and 


rK as 


second-class mail matter. intellectual, that we lay before them at 


the opening of our Fifth Volume. 
CONTENTS. : Bed ' 
vace. Indeed, so many good things appear in 
Reformed Catholic Services this issue that the “ Letters to Cardi- 
-Accurate Statements } 


nal Gibbons” will not be missed. They 

Rome and Assassinatic ; r eas we 
shall appear in regular order next 

REFORMED CATHOLI . : . 

Fo our Old Subscribers month. 

Erma the Papal Fiead....scccacsscciccacsses : 


CONVERTS FROM Rot - WE HOPE OUR FRIENDS WILL SHARI 
The State with us the pleasure and expense of 
Conver ‘ ii ‘ : ‘ 
ot ae ogo these improvements by increasing our 
Rome and the Knight . 
Priests Oppose Ll to Ke ; 
EE a ee eee mo express not only the pleasure we derive 


subscription list, These improvements 


from presenting the ideas and thoughts 
of our contributors in an appropriate 
“ee cl ‘ 

ome a dress, but they express our own per- 

Christ ° ma 

: sonal desire to please our subscribers 
Our Country and our = 

Reviews and Literary Notices.............608. 3 by giving them as good a perl «ical as 


Publisher’s Notes 32. can be produced. 








Tix CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





THE HANDSOME CUTS OF THE * Hoty 
Bible” and “The Constitution of the 
United States” that title 


page express in the clearest manner the 


adorn our 


the 
Roman Catholics of this country the 


object of this publication. Give 


Bible to be their light to heaven and 


the Constitution to be their guide in 


1 
Cl 


il affairs, and they will become goo1 


Christians and gvod citizens. Some 


such thought as this must have entered 
the mind of President Cleveland when 
} 


he resolved to send a copy of the Con- 


stitution as a jubilee present to the 


Pope, and Queen Victoria doubtless 


had a similar thought when she sent the 
man in the Vatican a copy of the 
Both that the 


and his followers in all countries 


Bible. realized what 


} 


needed was a knowledge of the 
and 


Go | 
teachings, and ad 


1 institutions of the countries where 


: } ¢ Ls 
ol obedience tO NIS 


erence to the laws 


in 


they have equal rights with all other 

zens. Both Queen Victoria and 
President Cleveland know that the 
Pope and his followers are not content 
w.th equality; rule or ruin is their 

tto; and the disruption of the Brit. 
ish empire through the land agitation 
in Ireland and the destruction of such 
institutions as that of the public schcols 
in the United States are their cherished 

= e+e 

WARHINGTON, Pa., Dec. 20, 1887. 
la } O'CONNO! 

DEAR Sir.—Enclosed find one dollar 

cription to ‘THE CONVERTED Caril- 
OLic for one year. 

| lost faith in Roman Catholi 
cism but had not gained love for any 
other faith until I read your magaz'ne 
\ 1 was loaned to me by a friend. 
Now I wish I lived in New York so 
that I could attend your religious ser- 
Vices J. Be: Ss: 





Reformed Catholic Services. 





tae GOOD friend writes us a long letter 
A which we would like to print in full 
if there were not so many kind personal 
He says, “I attended 
your Reformed Catholic Services and 
heard the Gospel preached in simplici- 
ty and power—such a lifting up of Christ 
as the Saviour and Friend of all men 
as did my soul good. 


allusions in it. 


To speak can- 
didly I had expected to hear nothing 
but exposure of 
Popery. There was some ofthat indeed, 


condemnation and 
but there was more of the Gospel—the 
news that the blessed Son of God 
brought from Heaven for all mankind. 


good 


I have sometimes Roman 


Catholic churches, and heard eloquent 


attended 


sermons so far as high-sounding words 
and them 


eloquent, but there was always some- 


fine sentences could make 
thing missing—a lifting up of Christ Jesus 
as the only power and the only means 
by which men can The 
glory of the Church, the allegiance due 
to the Pope as the Vicar of Christ, the 


be saved. 


power of the priestly office, the efficacy 
of prayers to the Virgin Mary and saints.— 
these constituted the principal subjects 
upon which the preachers expended 
their eloquence. I could not help con- 
trasting your plain, direct, manly man- 
ner of preaching the truth as it is in 
Jesus with such flowery and earthly dis 
courses. After leaving one of your 
meetings I said toa man who accom- 
panied me out of the hall that you ought 


+ 


to be pastor of some evangelical church 
where such preaching would be apprec- 
His 
reply was that as he had been a Roman 
Catholic he thought that was just the 
kind of preaching the Catholics needed, 
and that your place was right there, to 


iated and adequately rewarded. 
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reach as many of them as possible. I 
could not but agree with him, and 
yet it isa great pity that you are not 
properly sustained by Christians who 
know that the Catholics have not the 
Gospel of the Son of God preached to 
them. They have many yokes imposed 
on them by their Church, but not the 
yoke of Christ that would make life easy 
and its cares and burdens light. May 
God bless and strengthen you day by 
day in soul and body for your blessed 
work.” 

We thank our friend for his letter and 
can only assure him that with the bless- 
ing of God, and encouraged by such tes- 
timony as his, we shall continue to do 
our best in this cause. Only we must 
warn him that if he continues to attend 
the Reformed Catholic Services he may 
change his opinion about our neglect 
to denounce Popery. We never miss 
an opportunity to give that wicked sys 
tem that interposes between God and 
man as heavy blows as we can, consis- 
tently with truth, justice and Christian 
courtesy 


OUR years ago a distinguished gen- 
Fe tieman of New York City, a ce 
scendant of one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, said: to 
us, “ Verify your quotations; give the 
name and date of every statement that 
you make regarding the priests and 
policy of the Roman Church ; otherwise 
they will heap confusion upon you by 
denying their own words.”. We have 
followed this counsel all the way 
through the course of this publication, 
and shall not depart from it in the 
future. 


Journal, a Roman Catholic paper of 


Last month we received a note from 
a friend in Boston, enclosing a slip 
from the Boston //era/d, asking if the 
statements therein contained about the 
wide-spread immorality of priests and 
nuns made by an anti-Catholic lecturer 
were true. We replied, that as far as 
we knew, such statements were not true 
of our time, and that loose and reck 
less statements of this kind do more 
harm to truth and justice than to the 
Roman Church. 

Another friend, a zealous converted 
Catholic and a godly man, the manager 
of A. Major’s extensive business in 
Cement in New York City, wrote to us 
last month, inquiring whether the quo- 
tation from the New York Freeman's 
great influence, endorsing assassination, 
that appeared in THE CONVERTED 
CaTHOLic of November, 1887, (page 
338), was correct. We replied that the 
quotation was entirely correct, and sent 
our correspondent a copy of the paper 
in question where the article appeared 
as an editorial in the issue of Septem- 
ber 24, 1887, fourth page, fifth column. 
Not to repeat the lengthy quotation 
that we gave in our November issue, 
we only emphasize the concluding sen 


tence of the editorial in the /yeeman’s 


Journal: “ If the killing of a few 


(Protestant) missionaries (in South 
America) would keep others like them 
at home, we should almost—we Papists 
are so wicked !—be inclined to say: 
‘On with the dance ; let joy be uncon- 
fined!’ ” 

The readers of THE CONVERTED 
CarHOLic can rely upon the statements 
made in its pages. ‘Truth and accuracy 
will be its characteristics in the future 
as in the past. If the old saying, ‘“ Give 
the Devil his due,” be accepted as the 
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standard of fair play (which we do not 
by any means accept, for the Devil gets 
no hit at all nowadays), why should 
not the Pope get the benefit of the 
recognized authorities in his Church? 
By all means give him his due, even 
though half the truth cannot be told 
regarding the evil practices in the old 
man’s church. 

“Rome and Assassination.” 


HE “Monthly Letter” of the Lon- 
“F don Protestant Alliance, December 
1887, says under the heading, “ Rome 
and Assassination” :— 

“ THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, a valu- 
able monthly magazine, edited by the 
Rev. J. A. O’Connor, formerly a priest 
of the Church of Rome, furnishes in its 
October number particulars of the 
Assassination, in Mexico, of three con- 
verts from the Church of Rome. The 
in THE Con- 
CarHo.Lic have excited the 
the Romish Press in 


America, and the New York Freeman's 


remarks made 


VERTED 


thereon 
animosity of 


Journa/ states in its indignation.” 

The extract already referred to is 
then given, and the “ Monthly Letter” 
continues : 

* Such instruction must directly in- 
cite to further assassination. But this 
is the teaching of the Canon Law. The 
3d Canon of 1Vth Council of Lateran 
declares, ‘ We excommunicate and ana- 
thematise every heresy which exalts it- 
self against this holy, orthodox, and 
Catholic faith which we have expound- 
ed above ; condemning all heretics. 
. . . Let the secular powers be ad- 
monished, and, if necessary, /et them be 
compelled by ecclesiastical censures, that 
as they desire to be reputed and count- 
ed faithful, they publicly sake an oath 





for the defence of the faith; that in 
sincerity, to the utmost of their strength, 
they will apply themselves to extirmi- 
nate all hereties denounced by the 
Church’ Word Acton also, in a letter 
to the Zimes, Nov. 9, 1874, states, “A 
Pope, who lived in Catholic times, and 
who is famous in history as the author 
of the last Crusade, decided that it is 
no murder to kill excommunicated per- 
sons. This rule was incorporated in 
the Canon Law. During the revision 
of the Code, which took place in the 
sixteenth century, and which produced 
a whole volume of corrections, the pas- 
sage was allowed to stand. It appears 
in every reprint of the ‘Corpus Juris.’ 
It has been for 700 years, and contin- 
ues to be, part of the Ecclesiastical 
law.’” 


Monrreal, Can., Nov. 18, 1887. 
Dear S1r.— During conversation the 
other evening THE CONVERTED CaTHO- 
LIc was mentioned as an authority on 
the subject under discussion. I should 
like to see your periodical. Would you 
kindly mail me a sample copy and 

oblige Yours, etc., 
Henry B. HALce. 


ove 
ANTRIM, OHIO, Dec. 21, 1887. 

DEAR Sir.—Enclosed please find one 
dollar for your valuable CoNVERTED 
Caruo.ic. It is very hard for me to 
spare the money and sometimes I 
thought I would not take it next year. 
But I 
true American citizen and discharge 
the duties he owes to his government 
without information contained in 
THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, and that 
he cannot get anywhere else. May God 
long spare your life and bless your 
efforts to sow the seeds of truth. 


do not see how a man can be a 


the 


J. K. A. 
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REFORJIED + CATHOLIC + WORK. 


PYAHE services in the Grand Opera 
House, New York, during De- 
aX. 

usual. 


cember, were not so well attended 
as The congregation is most 
anxious to get back to Masonic Tem- 
ple. Father O’Connor preached Dec. 
4, and referred to the “ Peter’s Pence” 
collection of $38,000 sent by the Ro- 
Catholics New York to the 
Pope as their “jubilee ” offering. St. 
Stephen’s Church, Father McGlynn’s 


man of 


old charge, contributed eleven hundred 
dollars, but as the “collection” was 
taken up the Sunday before the last 
State election, the politicians, to use 
their own language, “chipped in” liber- 
ally. ‘The great mass of the people 
who still consider themselves parishion- 
ers of St. Stephen’s gave little or noth- 
ing. Father O’Connor said it was a 
striking commentary on the blindness 
of the Irish Roman Catholics of New 
York, to see them contributing such a 
large sum to an Italian Pope whom 
even his own countrymen despised as a 
mock king and ruler and a bogus spir- 
itual shepherd. In the streets of New 
York were to be seen every day Roman 
Catholics begging for a crust of bread 
whose wants the church authorities did 
not regard, Every day nuns are to be 
found entering private houses through 


the basement doors begging from the 
servants, and, when there is opportunity, 
the mistresses. 


from Many of those 


nuns are ladies of refinement who de- 
spise themselves for doing such work, 
but “obedience to the Church” com- 
pels them to submit to every indignity. 
The proceeds of these begging tours in 
many cases have been applied to pur- 
chasing “jubilee” gifts for the Pope, 
or every convent must send something 


to “the holy Father” on this auspicious 
With such 
taining money for the Pope and the 


occasion. methods of ob- 
great destitution that prevails among 
the Roman Catholic poor, was it not, 
the speaker asked, a shame and dis- 
grace that such a large sum should be 
sent to an old man in Rome who lived 
that 
rooms, and who 


in a_ palace contained 11,000 
had a retinue of five 
from Cardinals to 


hundred persons, 


lackeys? And strange to say, half the 
number of those living in the Vatican 
are females, according to the report of 
the last census (1880) of the city of 
Rome. 
do in the palace of the Pope where 


What so many women find to 


every man is supposed to be a celibate 
passes comprehension. ‘They cannot 
be all scrub-women. 

Sunday, Dec. 11, Rev. Richard 
Copp, editor of the //era/d of Salva- 
tion, preached, and so edified, instructed 
and pleased were the members of the 
congregation, that Father O’Connor in- 
vited him to preach again the following 
Sunday. This he did to the great satis- 
of all Mr. 


Copp was for many years a missionary 


faction who heard him. 
in Panama, and ‘his descriptions of the 
superstitions of the people, who are 
all Roman Catholics, with their Sunday 
bull-fights 


were very graphic. 


and religious mummeries 
It was pitiful, he 
said, that with the emblems of religion 
around them they were spiritually dead. 
The condition of all Roman countries 
not a leaven 
like that 


crew in the becalmed vessel who hoist- 


where Protestantism was 


in their midst, was of the 
ed a flag of distress at the mouth of the 
Amazon, and when they were answered 


from* shore, made the signal that they 
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The 
reply came back from the shore that 


were perishing for water to drink. 
the water around them was fresh, as 
the river rushed with a great volume to 
the sea and made the water fresh for 
many miles around. It was only nec- 
essary for the sailors to let down their 
pails and drink. The Roman Catho- 


lics do not know that the salvation of 
God is within their reach and can be 
had for the asking, if they be willing 
and obedient. They have been brought 
up in Romish ‘superstitions ard cannot 
discern the things of God. Many of them 
realize that their spiritual conditicn is 
almost hopeless, but there is no friendly 

oice among themselves to tell them to 
drink of the water of life freely. 

Mr. Copp concluded by exhorting 
his hearers to do what they could for 
the conversion of the Roman Catholics, 
as it was a most necessary work, one 
that would be abundantly blessed in re- 
sults, for the harvest was great while the 
laborers were few. He commended the 


Protestant missionares in South 
America who were doing such heroic 
work among the teeming Catholic popu- 
lations. 


Rev. Stephen Dekins 


The Rev. Stephen Dekins has been 
called to Con- 
gregational Church, Greenport, Long 
He 


entere? upon his duties as pastor, Dec. 


the pastorate of the 


Island, and has accepted the call. 


three months he had 

reformed Catholic 
in Library Hall, Newark, N- 
J., and many Roman Catholics attend- 
ed the We shall miss him 
from the ranks of workers in the ke 
formed Catholic movement, but we 
are confident Brother Dekins will prove 
an efficient pastor, and our hearty good 
wishes go with him. 


18. For the last 
been conducting 


services 


meetings. 
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NE of the first of the youzg men 
© who came to us from the Church 
of Rome, seven years ago, was the Rev. 
J. F. McNamee. 
dent for the priesthood in France and 


He had been a stu- 


came tous after leaving the seminary. He 
worked with us in the Reformed Cath- 
olic services for nearly a year, and after 
spending some time with Rev. Stephen 
Dekins, in Newark, N. J., he began to 
The difficulty of 
obtaining funds to meet the expenses of 


preach in Brooklyn. 


his work there compelled him to aban- 
don the field and he entered the Bap- 
tist 
study in Crozer Seminary, Pennsylvania, 
he was called to the Baptist Church in 


denomination. After a course of 


Le Sueur, Minn., and for the last two 
years has been very successful in his 
ministry in that church. 

From the Chicago Standard, Dec 
15, 1887, we learn that Brother Mc- 
Namee and his congregation have com- 
pleted a beautiful new house of wor- 
ship, the dedication services occurring 
on November The Standard 
says : 


20. 


The church is the finest in the city and 
The pastor, 
tev. J. F. McNamee, found the church in 
but a He 
Ile soon secured harmony 
The 
The community discovered 


is a great credit to the people. 


anything happy condition. 
worked wisely. 
brethren. 


began to grow 


among the congregation 
in him a genial, sincere, clear-headed man, 
and an earnest gospel preacher. He won 


their confidence. He led vigorously and 
To 
faith, energy and pluck the city is largely 
indebted for this fine 
dedicated, free of debt, on November 20. 


Bro. McNamee has the sincere congratula- 


wisely in this building business his 


house, which was 


tions of his brethren on the consummation 


of this excellent work in this, his first pas- 
him a useful career in: 


torate, and all wish 


the completed house. 
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To Our Old Subscribers. 





UR good friends who have paid 
© their subscriptions for the year of 
our Lord 1888, and to whom we hereby 
express our hearty thanks, need not 
read the ‘Publisher’s Notes” in the 
last page—unless they are curious to 
see how we scold delinquent subscri 
bers and faithful (?) friends who con- 
tribute nothing towards the publication 
of a periodical that is:liked by every 
one who-reads it. But if our tried and 
true friends who have already paid 
their should read the 
“‘Publisher’s Notes,” we hope they will 


subscriptions 


make an effort to get us at least one 
new subscriber whom we may enroll 
among our list of friends. Not much 
effort is required ; only ask, and if you 
are denied, ask again and you will 
surely succeed. Should any one refuse 
a second time, send the name and ad- 
dress to this offlce and we will send 
your friend the magazine free for one 
year. 

If our subscribers who have already 
paid would get us one new subscriber, 
or more, this year, we would be free 
from many cares and relieved from la- 
bor that could be directed to other and 
we think more profitable work in the 
Lord’s vineyard. For lack of means to 
pay for assistance in the office work we 
are compelled to do most of it ourselves, 
thus occupying time that should be 
spent in an occasional pastoral visit that 
would greatly help to keep a congrega- 
tion together. Perhaps that good time 
will come—if we wait long enough, as 
everything (except money) comes to 
him who waits. Our friends can has- 
ten the time by rolling up our sub- 
scription list with as many new names 
as possible this year. 
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“Hitting the Papal Head.” 


ie HE New York Commercial Adver- 
tiser, Dec. 16, 1887, in its book 
notices thus comments on the last 


bound volume of THE CONVERTED 


CATHOLIC : 
Volume LV. of THe Convertrep Caruonic 
comprises the monthly issues of that po- 


lemical periodical for the year 1887. It is 
engaged in undoing the work of the Ro 
mish church in this country, and never 


sees a papal head, or any other limb for 
that matter, without hitting it. 

And good work it is, too, to give the 
“papal head” a gentle rap when it is 
plotting against Christ and his kingdom 
and the liberties of the people. That 
is the only way to bring the papal head 
to its senses. With the blessing of God 
we shall go on “hitting” that “head” 
and every other “limb” of the Pope 
until we make them behave themselves. 
That the “ papal head” deserves to be 
“hit” in this free conntry needs no 
more forcible illustration than the action 
of the late Pope Pius IX. in condemn- 
ing as an “error” (in his Encyclical 
and Syllabus) the truth that—“ Every 
is free to embrace that religion 


man 
which, led by the light of reason, he 
may have thought true.” 

Tue Brooklyn Daily Zag/e, Dec, 13, 
says: THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC, pub- 
lished by James A. O’Connor, 60 Bible 
York, 


completion of its fourth volume, which 


House, New has reached the 


is neatly bound. The object of this 
magazine is war upon Roman Catholic 
doctrine, “not upon men.” 
Handsomely bound volumes of THE 
ConvVERTED CatrHotic for 1887, are now 
ready and can be procured at this office 


Price, S1.50. 
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COXYVERYTS + FRO + ROPIE. 
é 


N our last issue reference was made 
to an Italian priest who had come 
A\. tous direct from Italy, expecting to 


! work ready to his hand in this city, 


fin 
where there are 25,000 of his country- 
men. As he desired, above all things, 
to preach the Gospel and not Roman 
dogmas to them, we helped him on the 
i He told us 


1 not safely preach in Italy, as his 


way to begin work. he 
coul 
life was many times threatened for re 
nouncing the faith of Rome. His uncle 
is a Bishop, who is ambitious and ex- 
pects promotion, and other relatives 
are prominent in church life ; these 
men would not scruple to put a “rene 
gacde,” like this priest out of the way, if 
the opportunity presented itself. The 
knowledge of this poor 


and he could find no rest until 


worried the 
priest 
he had put the ocean between himself 
an 1 his persecutors. 

Other priests, however, are made of 
and determined to 


sterner stuff, 


} 


stand 


are 


their ground and fight Rome 


without flinching. From the London 


Christian, of Nov. 11, 1887, we learn 


that Father Frederico Antonio de Ser- 


eono, a preacher of the Order of the 
Cappuccini, has left the Church of 
Rome and joined the Italian Free 
Church. To avoid calumny and mis 
representation, he published in the 
Gazzetta Provinciale di Bergamo his 
reasons for renouncing the Church 


of Rome and her unscriptural dogmas. 


Tne ex-Padre, whose real name is 
Giuseppe Silva, concludes his declara- 


tion, by stating that he wishes to bea 


free citizen, a defender and Apostle of 
the Gospel, willing to do all in his 
pover to serve the true Church of 
Christ in Italy. 


Port Henry, N. Y., Nov. 16, 1887. 
Dear BROTHER IN CHRIST: 

I know of several who have left the 
Roman Church, and will, from time 
to time, try to get their reasons for 
doing so. As to my own, they are too 
lengthy, and would more than fill one of 
your magazines. I was, for many years, 
halting between two opinions. I was 
very young when I began to doubt the 
real presence of Christ in the eucharist, 
and was painfully sad over it, but did 
not dare to enter any other church, as 
I had been taught that it was a mortal 
sin to do so; besides I thought it was a 
lack of faith in myself. I finally con- 
fessed it to the Bishop, and did, with 
all sincerity, the penances he put upon 
me, and prayed most earnestly that 
faith would be given me, for I felt that 
without it, I was lost. After going re- 
much 
fasting, the priest told me if I received 


peatedly to confession, with 
communion, it would give me faith. I 
said I 
would not receive it again until I could 


believe it, as they taught it to be the 


did so; but all in vain; and I 


body, blood, soul and divinity of our 
Lord and Saviour. I earnestly besought 
God to direct me, and glory be to his 
holy name! he did direct me to his own 
word, and gave his own spirit to bear 
witness with my spirit, that in following 
that word, I was the 


of Carist and repentance 


safe through 
atonement 
for my sins. 
Before going to the word, however, I 
sought almost every other way—Church 
history by both Protestant and Catho 
lic historians, priests and ministers of 
all denominations—for five years the 
most intense suffering of mind, all be- 


cause I had been taught from my very 











TilE 


infancy that there was no salvation out 
of that Church. 
threw myself at the feet of Jesus, with a 


At last I came and 


determination that I would not let him 
go until he bade me go in peace, and 
glory be to his holy name, the Com- 
forter came. I was fully decided as to 
my course, yet for another whole year 
what I knew I 
when I came out and proclaimed it to 


I avoided must bear 
the world; but most of all I shrank from 
the pain it would cause my poor, deli- 
cate mother, for she believed every- 
thing the church taught, and if ever 
there was an earnest Christian, I be- 
lieve she was one. If she ever had any 
doubts about it, she never expressed 
them to any of her children, but on the 
contrary, I have often heard her say 
there was nothing she so much feared 
as that in this Protestant country her 
poor children would be led astray from 
the one true Church. You may be 
sure I thought well and long before 
deciding, and then only with the assur- 
ance that God alone can give. 

I have not to say, as many others 
have, that I was turned from their door 
for it; our attachment to each other 
would not allow that, thank God. The 
worst they said of me was that I was 
led astray, and they must try by all 
means to bring me back. The good- 
ness of God is much greater than are 
our fears. 

I think the coldness and indifference 
of the people to whom one must turn 
for sympathy in these days, is perhaps 
as great a trial as one has to contend 
with. It would almost seem as if one 
were deserted by all, even by those 
that one would expect to care for them, 
and must bear the trials, through sor- 
row on every hand, sadly alone. 


I have given you a very brief outline 
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of my reasons for leaving the Church 
of Rome, and the little I have given is 
done very hurriedly, as business drives 
me; butI may be able at some other 
time to write you more fully on this 
subject. 

I am greatly interested in all who 
leave that Church, as I hope othersare, 
and would like to give whatever is of 
interest in my own experience. 

Yours very truly, 
KaTE McDONALD. 


Roxsury, Mass., Nov. 29, 1887. 
FATHER O'CONNOR: 

I am glad you are able to send Miss 

B——, of the Hall 


Home, your very valuable magazine 


; Grove Spinal 
again, as she isa converted Catholic. 
She will be very thankful to receive and 
enjoy reading it, and circulate it among 
the sick ones, many of whom are Ro- 
man Catholics. 

I very much wish Father Chiniquy’s 
book, (“Fifty Years in the Church of 
Rome,”) and more particularly now’, as 
we have a very intelligent Catholic 
girl, who is becoming greatly interested 
She went with me 
Methodist 
Church, and was highly pleased with the 


in Protestantism. 
one Sabbath evening to a 
ermon and worship. I keep her sup- 
plied with all the good religious books 
she can find time to read, and last 
week ventured to tell her of your work 
and gave her a copy of THE CONVERTED 
Caruo.ic. She is highly in favor of 
Father McGlynn. I think an account 
of his speeches in New York is con- 
tained in the August and September 
numbers of your magazine. I have 
given mine away, but should you have 
any on hand, will you please send them 


to me’ for Katie ? 











THE 


It rejo.ces my heart greatly to find a 
Romanist who is seeking the Light, and 
I do praise the Lord that one such has 
been sent to our family at last, and by 
his help, I will endeavor to sow the 
seeds of Gospel truth in Katie’s heart. 
Aid me by your prayers. 

Yours, in the great work, 
Mrs. M. B. M. 


ere 


The Evangelical Alliance. 


tay MEETING of the Evangelica] 

. Alliance was held in Washington 
last month and was largely attended 
by prominent ministers and __lay- 
men of all denominations. 
Coke, of New York, read a 


paper on Ultramontanism, or Jesuitism 


Bishop 
Western 


in the Roman Church, which we shall 
publish next month. During the ses- 
sions frequent reference was made to 
the avowed purpose of the Roman 
Church to break up the public school 
The Catholic 
people, if left to themselves, would 


system of the country. 


rather send their children to the public 
schools where the system of education 
is the same for the children of all citi- 
zens, and many of the priests, though 
they have no children themselves to be 
educated, would advise their parishion- 
ers to do so; but the authorities at 
Rome, realizing that freedom of educa- 
tion would be apt to lead to mental 
and spiritual freedom in general, will 
not allow the priests and people to act 
according to their desires and convic- 
tions of what is best in this as in many 
other important matters. The Pope 
and his advisers claim to know what is 
for the 


best of the 


Europeans who come to this country, 


minds and souls 


though when he and his bishops and 
had 


priests 


those pe ple uncer. ther 
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exclusive control in Europe they did not 
manifest such an interest in them as 
led to any practical results. They kept 
the people in ignorance, and will so 
keep them here if they can. 


eee 


Proposing Three Masses Daily. 





Tue following appeared in the Ro- 
man Catholic paper, the Universe, of 
the 1st In several Catholic 
nations of Europe the clergy enjoy the 


inst :-—*“ 


inestimable privilege of saying three 
Masses for the repose of the faithful 
departed every year on All Souls’ Day. 
A very general desire prevails among 
the clergy of other nations that this 
privilege should be extended to the 
whole church anj the coming Pope's 
Jubilee is considered a most auspicious 
occasion for the promulgation of a de- 
cree to that effect. 
have been, and are now being circu- 


Hence petitions 


latec and presented to the Holy Father, 
nearly one thousand bishops and other 
dignitaries having attached their signa 

tures.” If Masses are of any real bene- 
fit “for the repose of the faithful de- 
parted,” why should it take the petition 
of “nearly one thousand bishops and 
other dignitaries,” to put this salvation 
How is it that Ro- 
man Priests cannot undertake, on their 


process in action ? 


own responsibility, to save souls with- 
a Pope.—£nglish 
Churchman, November 3, 1887. 


out a Decree of 


ove 

We have always on hand the follow- 
ing tracts: Father Martin, an Irish 
story full of the Gospel; the Portrait 
of Mary in Heaven; Reasons for Leav- 
ing the Church of Rome, and the Cru- 


The 


above tracts will be sent post-paid for 


cified Jesus and Penitent Thief. 


12 cents. 








THE 

Converted Priests. 
Rev. James A. O'Connor. 

Dear Sir.—The 

verted priests given in the pages of THE 

CONVERTED CATHOLIC monthly, have 


accounts of con- 


aroused the deepest interest. And we 
wish, in connection therewith, to allude 
to certain facts, and to express some 
thoughts which naturally arise from 
them. 

In the year 1874, the statement was 
made by a gentleman who had himself 
been a distinguished Romish priest, 
that there were then living in these 
United States, no less than three thou- 
sand persons, who had formerly been 
priests in the Church of Rome. This 
statement, thus made, was not a mere 
supposition, but was based upon his 
own researches and knowledge of ascer 
tained facts. Many of these ex-priests 
had been driven out of Popery by their 
had aban- 
doned it mainly through disgust and 


consciences, while others 
detestation consequent upon the des 
potism and tyranny exercised there. 
Some of them were doubtless in the 
Protestant ministry, but, if we rightly 
understood, much the largest portion of 
them were engaged in various literary 
and other secular pursuits. 
ance with 


In accord- 
well-known facts, the 
number of these abjuring priests must 
be very much larger now than in 1874. 
And are we not forcibly reminded that 
the way is now clear for a mighty Re- 
formed Catholic effort, the success of 
which would undoubtedly astonish 
every American ? 
Catholic America 
which sympathizes in part, or wholly, 
with Dr. McGlynn, and which abhors 
the assumptious and impostures of Pope 


That portion of the 


Roman body in 


and priest, is vastly larger than manh 
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suppose. This section of the Romisy 
communion in America, evidently de- 
sires to remain simply Catholic, without 
the Pope, and without the blasphemies 
and corruptions of pontiffs, monks, car- 
dinals and popish councils. In view of 
the readiness for a Reformed Catholic 
organization, and of the talent and in- 
fluence which would at once be enlisted 
in its favor, may we not confidently ex- 
pect to behold it an accomplished fact 
at an early day? And now, we ask 
earnestly, will not Dr. McGlynn, Father 
Donnelly, and other like-minded brave 
and noble spirits, devote their energies 
to the furtherance of such a work, and 
thereby instrumentally bestow a price- 


less blessing upon the present and fu- 


ture generations, and wreathe their 
own names with immortality ? 
AMERICAN. 


A Strange Coincidence. 


DEAR Sir.—It is well known to in- 


telligent Christians, and to all 


who 
have only an ordinary acquaintance 
with history, that Popery originated in 
the year 606. The Bishop of Rome 
then usurped the title of Universal 
Bishop, and this may be considered the 
beginning of the Popish system, though 
many of its foulest blasphemies and 
corruptions were not introduced until 
long afterwards. Now we wish to calb 
attention to a fact which seems to have 
strangely escaped the notice of many. 
In this same year, 606, Mahomet com- 
menced the propagation of his newly 
fabricated religion. In other words, 
the Beast and the False Prophet were 
born in the same year, and the impos- 
tures of Rome and Mecca are precisely 
coeval. Is not this fact strikingly sug- 
gestive to all devout students of 
prophecy ? PRESBYTER 
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The State of Ireland. 

y LETTER from Killarney, dated 
: Nov. 11, 1887, gives the following 
picture of Ireland at the present day : 

‘My Dear Sir.—I enclose order for 
S220, of which &1 is for subscription 
to THE CONVERTED CaTHOLic for 1888, 
the balance for copies of your tracts, if 
you will send me a selection. Pray for 
us much in Kerry; we are in a sore 
way ; all classes seem to be drifting, but 
I am very sure that good will come of 
the trouble. I have reason to believe 
that we are near a movement that will 
rejoice the hearts of all true Christians. 
The two sides are declaring themselves 
more decidedly every day—there is no 
third party. Among the majority of the 
people truth is at a discount—perjury 
is the rule, I am sorry to say. Itisa 
sore strain on any one with a conscience 
in the position of a landlord, for with 
every desire to help deserving men it is 
very hard to ascertain truth. Two men 
swear they cannot pay, you discover 
that one of them has lied and you give 
the other man credit for lying also, as 
you have no way of arriving at proof 
to the contrary. No difference is being 
made by the League between farmers 
evicted capriciously and men who have 
broken down through their own fault. 
Farms are kept idle to the public detri- 
ment, where no one is to blame for the 
tenant’s insolvency except the tenant 
himself, and then a deserving farmer 
alongside has to pay for both; neither 
shopkeeper nor landlord can afford to 
help him to the extent they would wish. 
All the trouble has made me realize 
very fully that our own strength is in- 


ff 


lec ter weakness, but that in the 
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Saviour we have full supplies for a// 
we need. ‘It hath pleased the Father 
that in him should all fulness dwell,’ is 
a wonderful thought, when we think of 
the privileges we have in drawing on 
that fulness for help in every difficulty. 
‘Every trouble is a fresh opportunity of 
trusting Jesus’—the mighty to save. I 
heard it well pointed out lately that the 
‘yoke’ in St. Matthew xi: 29, is not 
only the yoke we have to carry but the 
yoke which the Saviour carried —‘ my 
yoke,’ viz.: the Fathers will, and that a 
yoke is made for two, and when in 
meekness and humility we come to 
him to learn to do the Father’s will, 
He carries that yoke with us step by 
step, and we find that it is indeed light 
and easy. ‘Till that is done, our har- 
ness is a misfit, though we have to draw 
the burden all the same. We all give 
ourselves much galling and fretting be- 
fore we learn completely the secret of 
doing that ‘ sweet beloved will of God’ 
in every little thing for the dear Lord’s 
sake and in his strength. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. W. Leany.” 


ove 
Tue Boston Pot, a Roman Catholic 
paper, says that in one of the manufac- 
turing towns of Massachusetts, out of a 
population of 8,500 there are over 5,000 
Roman Catholics. 
Four years ago we preached one 
Sabbath and lectured the two following 
Months 
afterwards we learned that many con- 


evenings in that pretty town. 


visit. 
if the 
wealthy employers of labor in that town 
(who are all Protestants) would interest 


versions had resulted from our 


There would be many more 


themselves in the spiritual welfare of 
their employes. 








Tr we. 
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Convert the Immigrants. 


qs EV. DR. PARKHURST, pastor of 
ZA the Madison Square Presbyterian 
Church, New York, said at the celebra- 
tion of “ Forefathers’ Day” in the Pil- 
grim Congregational Church, December 
22, 1887, in response to the sentiment, 
“ The Nation’s Debt to New England:” 


Immigration must be restricted. The nation 
has a lot of indigestible foreigners on its stomach. 
We are getting a great mass of foreign popula- 
tion; they are coming in hordes with no inten- 
They 


are coming to this country without dropping 


tion of adopting themselves to our laws. 


any of their reprehensible customs and _practi- 
ces and try to engraft them here. The Italian 
peasant comes here and is just as much of an 
Italian as when begging in the streets of Rome. 
And so with the immigrants of other European 
countries. What we wantis men who can come 
here and imbibe American ideas and American 
principles. We want men tocome here who will 
become citizens and good American citizens. 
To all such we extend a hearty welcome. 

But you must not leave them to the 
influences that meet them herein the 
formidable power exerted by the Ro- 
maneCatholic Church, that kept them 
in a state of degradation and poverty in 
Europe, and will continue to hold them 
in the bondage of foreign ideas and 
customs and practices. Immigrants 
from the Protestant countries who con- 
tinue in their allegiance to the Pope and 
are governed by bishops and priests will 
always be a “foreign indigestible mass 
on the American stomach,” which you 
cannot get rid of by purging, but which 
you can assimilate by converting them 
to evangelical Christianity. Make them 
free men in the presence of God and 
they will be free men indeed, worthy 
citizens of the great Republic. 

Senator Morrill, of 
introduced a bill in 


Vermont, has 
the United 
States Senate to restrict immigration. 


In the course of his speech in favor of 
the bill, he referred to the unseemly ex- 
hibition that took place in Boston a 
few months ago when the Mayor of 
that cultured city (Hugh O’Brien, an 
Irish Roman Catholic) presided at a 
public reception to the “champion 
prize-fighter of ' 
Irish 


America ” (another 
Roman Catholic), and in the 
presence of 4,000 persons presented 
the “slugger” with a diamond belt. At 
the municipal election in Boston, Dec. 
3, 1887, the same Hugh O’Brien was 
re-elected Mayor by 1,800 majority out 
of a total vote of 50,000. ‘There isa 
gleam of hope for Boston, however, in 
the fact that a large majority of the 
aldermen and school board directors 
are Americans, and of the better sort 
too. By resistance to Romish aggres- 
sion, and earnest, persistent aggressive- 
ness on the side of truth, righteousness 
and decency by the intelligent and vir- 
tuous citizens, Boston will ultimately 
shake off the Roman yoke that has 
brought her almost to the level of New 
York. 
A Severe Indictment. 

Rev. R. S. MacArthur, D. D., pastor 
of Calvary Baptist- Church, New York, 
said inarecent letter to the Chicago 
Standard, that Romanists hope to 
progress, by adaptation, in this country. 
Doctor MacArthur had a prolonged 
conversation with a prominent priest 
with the Paulist fathers, 
who pronounced a severe indictment 


connected 


against his own church, when he said 
that one difficulty in introducing con- 
gregational singing is, that the great 
majority of their people could not read 
the hymn if it were printed and placed 
under their eyes. 
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Rome and the Knights of Labor. 


HE Rev. Dr. Lyman Abbott, editor 
“f of the Christian Union, preached 
in Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, Dec. 
25, 1887, and in the lessons derivable 
from the closing year said there was 
one that claimed public attention. The 
organization of the Knights of Labor 
had diminished in number by one-third 
under Mr. 
He commended Mr. Powderly for his 


Powderly’s management. 
views on temperance and opposition 
to the saloons, but ‘ Powderly had ob- 
of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which henceforth was 


tained the influence 
to be directed in favor of the Knights 
of Labor.” 

During the last year we have repeat- 


edly called attention to the efforts 


of the Roman Catholic agents in this 
country, from Cardinal Gibbons to 
Powderly, to obtain control of such a 
large body of voters as were contained 
in the Knights of Labor organization. 
its back, 


Having such a power at 


Rome’s agents could go to politicians, 


legislators, capitalists and corporations, 


and say, ‘* We want you to aid the 


Church’s plans in such-and-such a 


manner, and will on our part use our 
influence over the workingmen to fur- 
ther your plans.” 


Dr. Abbott is a high authority on all 


questions (though |} 
broad ” 


1e may be too 
in his theology, which is 
generally supposed to be like that of 
the late Henry Ward Beecher) ; and it 
is with some satisfaction we find him a- 
greeing with us on the partnership be- 
tween Rome and the Knights of Labor. 
American Protestants will soon be con- 
spicuous by their absence from the 
Order of the Knights of Labor. 
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Nuns Nearly Starved. 











~TARVING nuns who would not 
beg in saloons are of sufficient 
rarity to call attention to their case. On 
December 20, 1887, the facts came to 
light that the nuns in the Dominican 
Convent at Elizabethport, N. J., were 
in want of the necessaries of life. There 
are four nuns in the convent whose 
only income is what they receive from 
a few pupils. 

Years ago they had a large number 
of pupils, but the attendance has been 
decreasing during the past few years 
owing to the withdrawal of many Cath- 
olic children, who are now sent to the 
parochial school. 

John Edgeworth, a Protestant milk- 
man, first to discover their 
poverty and make it known. They used 
him, but lately 
stopped, giving as their reason that 
they were too poor, and as they owed 
him a bill of $16 which they had no 
money to pay they would have to econ- 


was the 


to buy milk from 


omize and drink water. 

Edgeworth told them he wanted no 
payment for his milk and would supply 
them for nothing. He acquainted some 
Catholics with their needy condition 
and presented them with a cow to be 
raffled to raise money with which to 
support the nuns during the winter. 

It is said that the nuns suffered from 
cold for want of money to buy fuel. 
The nuns were on the verge of starva- 
tion before their wants became known. 
Some days they subsisted solely upon a 
black and a crust of 


cup of coffee 


bread. 

‘THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC is one of 
the best authorities on Romanism that 
has ever been published. The sub 
scription is only $1 00 a year. 
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Priests Opposed to Education. 


#~ENERAL JOHN W. FOSTER, 
“7 formerly United States Minister to 
Mexico, says the New York //eradd, 
Dec. 2, 1887, has just returned from a 
visit to the City of Mexico. 
had 
comparing the condition. of the country 


During his 
visit he many opportunities of 
with what it was in the period—seven 
or eight years ago—when he lived there 
officially. To a reporter, he said he 
noticed a great many improvements, 
especially regarding the education of 
the people. 
FREE SCHOOLS ADOPTED. 

In the last few years the Federal and 
State governments had done much to 
encourage and establish a general free 
school system. Much opposition and 
obstruction had been put in their way 
by the priests, but the civil government 
recognized its duty to provide for the 
education of the free 
schools had multiplied all over the Re. 
While Mr. Foster was in the 
City of Mexico the Congress was en- 


masses, and 


public. 


gaged in discussing a bill making edu. 
cation in the Federal district compu’. 
sory, and such a law was already in 
force in some of the States. The com- 
ing generation of Mexicans will show a 
great advance in education and intelli 
gence over the present one. 

While Mr. Foster’s observations were 
n these, and many other respects favor- 
able to Mexican 


progress, he found 


some retrogression and occasion to 


criticise. He was sorry to notice that 
the Spanish passion for bull fighting 
had broken out with new zeal of late. 
After the adoption of the constitution 
of 1857, a law had been passed making 


this amusement unlawful in the federal 
district, and the general sentiment of 
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the better class in the various States 
was in favor of its suppression as a bar- 
barous ;ractice. But there seems to 
have been a reaction, and the last Con- 
gress surprised the outside world by re- 
pealing the prohib.tory law, and now 
there are in full operation, in and near 
the capital, five or six bull rings or 
plazas, and the people appear to have 
a perfect craze for the sport. 

[The priests, and even higher ecclesi- 
astics, regularly attend the bull fights, 
which are usually celebrated like festi- 
the Church, 
that the liquor business in all the large 


vals of It is well known 


cities of the United States is in the 
hands of Roman Catholics. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church could suppress 
that business like the bull fights in 
Mexico, if it were its interest to do so. 
But “the Church” gets more money 
from the saloons than from any other 
branch of trade, and it will not kill the 
The 


priests are opposing free schools in the 


goose that lays such golden eggs. 
United States, as in Mexico, and in 
both countries they are profiting by 
saloons and bull fights.—Ep. C. C.] 


A PARIS CORRESPONDENT WRITING 
to the New York /yreeman’s Journal 


says in the issue of that paper, for 
1887, that “ \.r. 


G. Blaine has put one of his daughters 


December 17, James 
into the Convent of the Sacred Heart 
As Mr. 


the presidential candidate of the Re 


in that city.” Blaine will be 


publican 


“the 


party this year, it looks as if 


Catholic vote” will again be 
“worked for all it is worth” in his favor 


as it was four years ago. 
bather Chiniquy’s 


ist I 
*Fiftv Years in the Church of Rome’’ and 


‘*Sower and Virgin.’’ 
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Rome’s Increasing Power in 
America. 


> 


; AST year the Roman Catholic bish- 
i I ops sent one of their number to 
Washington to “sound” the President 
and other officials as to the desirability of 
establishing a diplomatic agent at 
Washington to look after, that is, to 
promote the interests of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the United States. 
Bishop Dwenger, of Fort Wayne, Ind., 
was the agent of the hierarchy, and if 
was to be the 


successful, his reward 


archbishoprick of St. Louis, when the 
aged Kenrick should have shuffled off 
the mortal coil. Dwenger did not suc- 
ceed, as the time is not yet ripe for the 
Church of head- 
quarters at Washington, under the pat- 


Rome to. establish 


ronage of the United States Govern- 
ment. When the new Catholic Uni- 
versity at Washington is in full opera- 
tion, then perhaps the fulness of time 
for such a political “deal” as “the 
Church” is ready to make, will be at 
hand. 

Roman Catholic 
Church has an agent at Washington, 


Meantime, the 
whose business it is to attend to the in- 
terests of “the Church” among the 


Indians, and to secure what agents, 


teachers and other employees it can; 


in a word, to control the millions of 
dollars that are annually expended by 
the government for the benefit of the 
Of this agent, the New York 
Independent, Nov. 24, 
‘* His labors have been far from unsuc- 
We 
which he has even thwarted the plans 


Indians. 
1887, says 


cessful. could mention cases in 
of Protestant missionary bodies to se 
cure permission to establish schools, 
hospitals, etc.” 


Mr. Lamar, the Secretary of the In- 
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terior, in a letter published in the same 
issue of the J/ndependent, says in reply 
to the charge made in a letter to Presi- 
dent Cleveland by Rev. ‘I. S. Childs, 
D. D., of Washington, that ‘ persistent 
efforts are being mad: on the part of 
the Roman Catholics to obtain control 
of the work of the government and of 
the different Protestant sucieties among 
the Indians, and that ‘‘ the complaints 
are so widespread and so alike, that it 
looks like a general plan from a com- 
mon source.” In reply to this, Secre- 
tary Lamar says: ‘‘The government is 
not aware of any action on the part of 
the Catholics which 
ground for the apprehension that they 


Roman gives 
will succeed in obtaining control of the 
work of the government, or of that of 
the different Protestant societies among 
the Indians, especially if the Protestants 
manifest seal and energy in maintaining 
their position and prosecuting their 
work.” 

We emphasize the last clause in that 
sentence, that if 
American Protestants are not on the 
alert, Rome will ‘obtain control,” not 


because it means, 


only of the Indian Bureau, but of other 
departments of the government. 
Secretary Lamar continues in his 
letter to Dr. Childs: “If the Romin 
Catholics been 


oreater extent than other denominations, 
é 


have recognized to a 


it is only because they have asked more 
largely and have satisfied the Indian 
Bureau that they have the necessary 
equipment where it is most needed to 
aid in the work. They have an organi- 
zation known as the Bureau of Catho- 
lic Missions with headquarters in Wash- 
ington, under the general management 
of an energetic and a tireless director 
who appeared to be kept fully advised 


through the agents of the church or- 
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ganization to which he belongs, of any 
favorable opportunities for extending 
its missionary educational work among 
the Indians.” 

Such an official acknowledgement of 
Rome’s organized power for “ obtaining 
control” of any department of the 
United States Government was never 
before made, and we trust some of our 
readers will call the attention of their 
representatives to it and have the 
whole subject discussed in Congress. 
In every nook and corner of the land, 
and in every department of government, 
Rome is reaching out to obtain control 
in this fair Republic. ‘The General of 
the Army of the United States, Sheri 
dan, is a Roman Catholic, and the wife 
and children (one of them a Jesuit 
priest) of his predecessor, Sherman, 
(who is on the retired list), are Roman 
Catholics. The New York /era/d has 
recently declared that a Roman Catho- 
lic can be President of the United 
States, if he gets enough votes. What 
is called “ official life” in Washington 
is largely Roman Catholic. As a Ro- 
man paper recently said. with eight 
million devoted followers in the United 
States, many of them occupying the 
highest positions, two millions in Can- 
ada, and ten millions in Mexico, the 
Pope would not be a stranger if he 
should make the Continent of North 
America his dwelling place. 

Roman Catholic Diplomacy. 

SHE Catholic Union and Times 
$ (Buffalo) publishes an interesting 
communication from a student of the 
American College at Rome, narrating 
the circumstances of the visit of the 
Hon. George Bliss, of New York, to 
that institution. Mr. Bliss dined with 


the Rector, Mgr. O’Connell, who, in 
the course of the repast, arose and an- 
nounced to the students that they had 
the honor of entertaining, in the person 
of Mr. Bliss, one of the noblest patrons 
of the college. He said that it had 
been chiefly through the efforts of Mr. 
Bliss that the college had been saved 
from confiscation by the Italian Gov- 
ernment, during the administration of 
President Arthur. Mr. Bliss replied 
substantially, as follows: “I think Mgr. 
O’Connell has done me too much 
honor, and I fear that our people on 
the other side, hearing of this, will think 
that I am sailing under false colors. 1! 
confess that I had something to do 
with the forementioned affair, which 
was about as follows : Archbishop Cor- 
rigan was at my house, when the tele- 
gram from Cardinal Simeoni came, an- 
nouncing that the college was to be 
sold, and calling upon the American 
bishops to raise funds to redeem it. 
The Archbishop and myself, on receiv- 
ing this intelligence, sat down and, as 
we were wont to say in school-boy 
days, put up a job. I telegraphed im- 
mediately to Washington, and the fol- 
lowing morning went to the Capitol, 
and had an interview with President 
Arthur, who was my special friend. 
Three hours later the cablegram was 
on its way which saved the American 
College. So you see that it was all 
owing to the fact that I was in a posi- 
tion where I could get in a good word 
with a man of authority. And so I 
counsel you,” continued Mr. Bliss, with 
a smile, “to always keep on the right 
side of men of authority.” 
ose - 

No better present can be presented 
to a friend for the coming year than a 
paid up subscription to THe Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. 
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TYPICAL CATHOLIC SAINTS. 


BY LEO 


REED. 





Vil. 


F the comparatively modern saints, 
none perhaps is better known and 
more highly honored than Alphon- 

sus M. Liguori. His death occurred just 
one hundred years ago. He was an 
Italian bishop and founded the order 
of 


Pope Gregory 


known as the Congregation the 
Most Holy Redeemer. 
XVI. May 


Liguori and Pius IX. in 1871 raised 


26 canonized 


> 
on 1839, 


him to the rank of “ Doctor of the 
Church.” 
Among many other works St. Ligu- 
of celebrated 
This book is en- 


riched by a collection of miracles, ap- 


ori is the author the 


“Glories of Mary.” 


paritions and revelations, unsurpassed 
in extent, and variety, and absurdity, 
and on the whole contains more silly 
nonsense to the square inch, and more 
pure, unadulterated idolatry than any 
Romish cata- 


other work in the whole 


logue. Accordingly the “ Glories of 
Mary” holds among pious Catholics a 
place hardly beneath that of the Bible 
among Protestants, and in the ‘‘ May 
devotions” it is often read publicly in 
the churches by the priests. 

Several of Liguori’s works are in- 
tended for the priesthood only, and one, 
entitled “‘ The ‘rue Spouse of Christ,” 
is designed especially for the use of 
convents and monasteries. ‘lo quote 
from a note on the fly leaf of the book, 
‘it is regarded as a complete collection 
of all the author has written in his vari- 
ous works on religious perfection.” The 


title page bears the imprimatur of Car- 
dinal McCloskey, and the assertion 
may be ventured, that there is not a 
community of “ religious” in the Uni- 
ted States in which ‘‘ The True Spouse 
of Christ” is not studied and held in 
high esteem. 

The book conveys accurate ideas as 
to what is required to constitute a great 
saint and ‘* Doctor of the Church.” At 
the it affords such clear 
views of the home life and the training 
of our Catholic teachers that liberal 
extracts will not be found out of place 
here. 


same time 


The first chapter of “The ‘True 
Spouse” treats of the “ Excellence of 
Virginity,” and starts out as follows : 

‘“* Virgins who have the happiness of 
dedicating themselves to the love of 
Jesus Christ by consecrating to him the 
‘lily’ of their purity, are in the first 
place as dear to God as his angels. 
‘They shall,’ says the Redeemer, ‘ be 
like the angels of God in_ heaven,’ 
Such is the im- 
Hence St. 


Ambrose says that ‘ whoever preserves 


Matthew xxii: 30.” 
mediate fruit of chastity. 


this virtue is an angel; and whoever 
violates it is a demon.’ Baronius relates 
that when a certain virgin called Georgia 
was on the point of death, a great mul- 
titude of doves were seen hovering 
about her; that when her body was 
brought to the church, they flew to that 
part of the roof which corresponded 


with the place of the corpse, and re- 


* Who buta Romish saint would have thought of citing the above passage in sup- 


port of celibacy ? See the connection in the 


> chapter indicated. 
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mained there till after the interment. 
By all who saw them, these doves were 
regarded as angels paying respect and 
homage to the body of the virgin.” 

In this happy vein our saint spins 
out a long argument sustaining celi- 
bacy and decrying marriage. Scrip- 
tural quotations are adduced in abund- 
ance, although hardly one of them in 
the original connection has any refer- 
ence whatever to celibacy. 
tracts. . from 


His ex- 
monkish writers are, 
however, to the point. “ ‘The Mother 
of God once said to a. soul, that a 
spouse of Jesus Christ ought to have a 
great esteem for all virtues ; but that 
purity, by which she is principally as- 
similated to her divine spouse, should 
hold the first place in her heart. 
.*. . St. Mary Magdalene de Pazzi 
was accustomed to say (on the means 
of preserving virginity) that chastity is a 
plant that thrives only in enclosed gar- 
dens and in the midst of thorns. A 
religious should observe not only 
the enclosure of the convent, but 
also that of the senses ; and therefore 
unless compelled by duty or by obedi- 
ence, she should never approach the 


door, the windows. 


grate, or the 
‘Jesus, says St. Jerome in his Epistle 
to Eustochia, ‘is a jealous spouse : he 
is unwilling that your face be seen by 
others.’ The Saviour, then, (the saint 
goes on) is greatly displeased with the 
conduct of those who seek to appear 
before seculars, and delight in their 
conversation. Virgins, distinguished for 
sanctity, always seek retirement, and 
when it is necessary to go into the 
company of men, they endeavor to de 
form their persons so as to excite feel- 
ings of aversion rather than sentiments 
of affection. Bollandius relates that 
St. Andregesina, a virgin, besought the 


Almighty to change her beauty into 
deformity. Her prayer was heard and 
entirely covered with a 
leprosy, which made her an object of 
horror to all who beheld her. 
of Vibriaco says that St. 


she was 


James 
Euphemia, 
to free herself from the attention of a 
person that was greatly attached to 
her, cut off her nose and lips, saying, 
vain beauty, you shall no longer be 
an occasion of sin to me. St. Anto- 
nine relates, and Baronius confirms the 
narration, that St. Ebba, abbess of the 
convent of Collingamens, fearing an 
invasion of the barbarians, cut off her 
nose and upper lip, and that all the 
other nuns, amounting to thirty in 
number, followed her example. The 
barbarians came, and seeing the relig- 
ious so deformed, set fire to the con- 
vent and burned alive. The 
church has placed all these holy virgins 


them 


in the catalogue of her martyrs.” 
Chapter II enlarges “ On the Advan- 
tages of the Religious State.” “ All 
the works of a religious are, in them- 
selves, most pure and acceptable before 
God. 


meanest work of a religious is more 


Abbott Gilbert says that the 


meritorious in the sight of God than the 
most heroic action of a secular. 
St. Thomas says ‘it may be reasonably 
said that a person, by entering into re- 
ligion, obtains the remission of all sins.’ 
St. Scholastica said that if men 
knew the peace which religious enjoy 
in retirement, the entire world would 
; and St. 
Mary Magdalene de Pazzi used to say 


become one great convent 


that they would abandon the delights 
of the world and force their way into 
religion. Hence also St. Laurence 
Justinian says that ‘ God has designedly 
concealed the happiness of the religious 


state, because if it were known all 
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would relinquish the world and fly to 
religion.’ . Brother Lacci, of the 
Society of Jesus, appeared after death 
to a certain person, and said that he 
and King Phillip the 
crowned with bliss, but that his own 


Second were 


glory as far surpassed that of Phillip as 
the exalted dignity of an earthly sover- 
eign is raised above the lowly station 
of an humble religious.” 

Philip, the Second, crowned with 
bliss! It is not for sinful man to judge, 
but one can hardly repress the thought, 
that if the sullen, treacherous, bloody 
monster, known in history as King 
Phillip II. of Spain, got his just deserts, 
Brother Lacci might be very much ex- 
alted above him and still be in a very 
uncomfortable place. 

Here then are the inducements of- 
fered to such as will devote themselves 
to the service of the church, or in other 
the Roman 


remission of all 


words will be slaves to 
Catholic hierarchy : 
sins, supreme happiness on this earth 
and the most exalted glory hereafter. 

Throughout the whole book of 471 
pages, there is not a hint that the Bible 
should be read, but we are told that 
“The reading of the lives of the saints 
contributes greatly to infuse courage 
into the soul,” and similar exhortations 
occur repeatedly. 

What an immense amount of courage 
and happiness there must be infused 
into the soul by carefully studying for in- 
stance, the resurrection of a cooked 
chicken by St. Paul of the cross. 


* Whatever may have been the practice in Liguori’s time, at present the universal 


The religious must constan‘ly prac- 
tice “interior mortification.” “If you 
receive a letter, restrain your curiosity, 
and abstain from opening it for some 
time.* . . . . When you feel inclined 
to mirth, to pull a flower, or to look at 
any object, suppress the inclination for 
the love of Jesus Christ. .... A 
thousand acts of this kind may be per- 
Father Leonard, of 
Port Maurice, relates that a servant of 


formed in a day. 


God performed eight acts of mortifica- 
tion in eating an egg, and that it was 
afterward revealed to her that, as the 
reward of her self-denial, eight degrees 
of grace and as many of glory were be- 
stowed upon her.” 

In a chapter ‘‘On Detachment from 
Self-Will” St. Liguori says “ Oh! how 
happy the religious who, at the hour of 
death, can say, with the Abbot John, 
‘I have never done my own will.’ St. 
Mary Magdalene de Pazzi used to say 
that ‘the only means of dying a happy 
death, is to submit with simplicity to 
the direction of a superior.” Com- 
menting on the conduct of some relig- 
ious who insist, to a certain extent, on 
having their own way, the saint says 
“Their crime would merit the chastise- 
ment of two monks who refused to re- 
ceive as their abbot a holy man called 
Phillibert : one of them was struck 
with lightning, the other suddenly at- 
tacked with a mortal disease.” 

The history of monasticism unfortu- 
tunately shows that punishment for the 
crime of disobedience to superiors has 
been much more frequently effected by 
human agencies than by divine interpo- 
sition, 

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 16, 1887. 


rule in religious communities is, that all letters are opened and read by the supe- 


rior. 


here an opportunity for ‘* interior mortification” is cut off. 


practice ! In 


No exception is made in favor even of religious grown gray in the service. So 


Sut what an abominable 


prying into the communication of perhaps a parent to a son or a 
daughter, does not the superior sometime blush in spite of himself and his rule ? 
letters written by a religious are likewise inspecied. 
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A CHAPTER IN CHURCH HISTORY. 


BY REV. JOHN LEE, A. M. 


N the City of Rome there stands to- 
day the largest church in the world, 

. achurch that occupied nearly three 
centuries in erection. About a decade 
after the corner stone had been laid, a 
Papal Bull was issued authorizing the 
sale of indulgences, the proceeds of 
which, it was alleged, would be em- 
ployed for the building of this grand 
and imposing structure. ‘There was not 
a crime forbidden by the decalogue 
which man might not commit with im- 
punity by the purchase of an indul 
gence; no cesspool of iniquity too vile 
in which fallen man might not wallow, 
and in the midst of his abominations 
secure a passport to eternal life ; no 
species of wickednéss too awful, no in- 
sult to God too great, no sin too hein- 
ous but that the perpetrator with a 
golden key in his hand could unlock 
the door that leads into that glorious 
temple where the Son of God sits at His 
Father’s right hand, where around the 
throne stand Peter and Paul and a 
countless multitude singing, “ ‘Thou 
hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood 
out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation ; and hast made us 
unto our God kings and priests.” You 
may form some faint idea of this 
iniquitous traffic when I tell you that a 
Jesuit historian asserts concerning these 
traders in indulgences, “ They led the 
people to believe that as soon as they 
gave their money, they were certain of 


salvation and of the deliverance of 


souls from purgatory.”* 


Did the Pope possess the power to 
dispense with repentance, fling wide 
open the gates of heaven and let the 
adulterer, thief and murderer march 
into that city of which God’s word de- 
clares, ‘“ There shall in no wise enter 
into it anything that defileth, neither 
whatsoever worketh abomination, or 
maketh a lie ; but they which are writ- 
ten in the Lamb's book of life” ? I 
will not attempt a reply to this ques- 
tion, nor will I permit, Protestant 
though I be, a single writer who es- 
poused the cause of the Reformation 
to utter one solitary sentence. They 
shall all keep silent while a fully ac- 
credited Roman Catholic writer speaks, 
and while he speaks, give ear to his 
weighty and significant words: “ The 
Pope is of such dignity and power that 
he is not simply man, but, as it were, 
God, and the vicar of God. He is of 
such great dignity that he occupies one 
and the same tribunal with Christ. The 
Pope is, as it were, God on earth.”f 
Papal pretensions are more extravagant 
to-day than they ever were before. 
Pope Pius IX. claimed to be “ the liv- 
ing Christ.”} 
true, then a Thus saith the Pope’ 


If these statements are 
, 
was just as binding upon the hearts and 
consciences of men as a “ Thus saith 
the Lord.” Blessed be God that there 
was then one man in Germany to whom 
a “ Thus saith the Pope” did not carry 
with it the same authority as “the 
truth of the Gospel.” 

John Tetzel, a Dominican monk, 


* Maimbourg’s History of Lutheranism, page 21. 
+ Ecclesiastical Dictionary of Ferraris, under the word ‘‘ papa,” article 2. 
t Discoursi del Somno Pontefice Pio IX. Vol. I., p. 9. See also Speeehes of Pope 


Pius IX. by the} Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M. P., p. 6: 


York, 1876. 
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whose shamneless immoralities led a 
Roman Catholic Emperor to threaten 
that he would put him into a sack and 
throw the 


Germany with the Pope’s commission 


him into river, arrived in 
to superintend the sale of indulgences. 
This man affirmed, “ I would not ex- 
change my privileges for those of Saint 
Peter in heaven ;” he positively asserted, 
“] have saved more souls with my in- 
dulgences than he with his sermons ;” 
he proclaimed aloud, pointing to a 
large box, “‘ The very moment that the 
money clinks against the bottom of the 
chest, the soul escapes from purgatory 
and flies free to heaven.” The sober, 
thoughtful, reflective people of Germany 
soon became sick, heart sick of this ne 
farious business. No one to 
speak, but from the hearts of thousands 


dared 


rose the simultaneous cry to heaven, 
* How long, O Lord, holy and true! 
How long, O Lord, how long ?” 

A conscientious priest sits in the 
confessional at Wittemberg. Men and 
women come to him, confess their sins, 
but He will 


not grant absolution ; they present their 


refuse to forsake them. 


letters of indulgences, but in solemn 
tones he assures them that these bits of 
paper are valueless, and that if they do 
not forsake their sins they will perish. 
Intelligence Tetzel of the 
doings of this priest, he curses him, kin- 


reaches 


dles a fire, and threatens to burn him. 
The great crisis must come. Kings 
cannot stay it; Emperors ward it off, 
nor Popes prevent it. 

It is now October 31, 1517. In front 
of the church door of Wittemberg, 
stands a stout, well built priest, whom 
we observed a short time ago in the 
Confessional. There is intelligence in 
his face, purpose in his look, fire in his 
eye; in his left hand he holds a docu- 


ment; in his right hand a hammer. A 
few minutes pass by and that document 
is nailed to the church door. It con- 
tains 95 propositions against the doc- 
trine of indulgences. To-morrow is 
the feast of All Saints. This faithful 
priest retires to his cell; the’silence 
and slumber of the night refresh the 
wearied pilgrims who have journeyed 
the sun has 


crimsoned the east, while the church 


from afar, and before 


bells are reminding the prince in his 
palace, the scholar in his study, and 
the beggar in his hut that the great fes- 
tival has come, by the light of the 
glimmering stars ardent devotees are 
reading those startling theses that ere 
long will be read on the slopes of the 
Grampian hills ; looked at with wonder 
in the ‘Isle of the Saints;” perused in 
the streets of London; handled as an 
unclean thing in the Eternal City, and 
commented upon on Olive’s Mount and 
Moriah’s summit. 

Leaning upon the arm that supports 
the world, Luther in succession hum- 
bled Tetzel, frightened the Papal Le- 
gate, overcame the arguments of his 
opponents in the Leipsic Assembly, and 
burned the Pope’s Bull. Whereunto 
shall this movement grow and where 
shall this modern Elijah stop? S7op / 
He will stop when God's word is free 
and unfettered and when all barriers 
to its progress are swept away. 

O my God ! Would that I could de- 
scribe the grandest event of modern 
history, Thy servant Luther before the 
Diet of Worms! Lord help me to see 
in all their due proportions the events 
of that time, when the great ones of 
earth beheld Thy stately goings, when 
Truth and Error came 
together, when above the wild tumult a 
voice was heard, ‘‘ Heaven and earth 


in collision 








‘Y 


we 








shall pass away, but My words shall 
not pass away.” ‘To throw out in bold 
relief the scenes that made that assem- 
bly imperishable lies completely outside 
the range of my abilities. To make 
those scenes live and move before you 
is no child’s labor ; it is the work of a 
master hand. I am inadequate to the 
task. However, I will throw together 
a few well known facts, and then with 
flesh and blood and sinew you may 
clothe them. 

Maximilian is dead and Charles the 
Fifth has become Emperor of the West. 
An assembly of the German States to 
meet at Worms, a city on the Rhine, 
has been summoned by the new mon 
arch. Matters of considerable moment 
demanded consideration, but the most 
important of all was the monk of Wit- 
temberg and his work, which loudly 
called for immediate attention. To the 
intense chagrin of the Papal Legate, 
Luther was summoned by the Emperor 
to attend the Diet. The imperial her- 
ald has delivered to Truth’s unyielding 
champion the writ of summons and 
nine days later he bids his friends fare 
well. Grasping the hand of Melanc- 
thon with overpowering emotion he 
said, “If I never return, and my ene- 
mies should take my life, cease not, 
dear brother, to teach and stand fast in 
the truth.” From Wittemberg to 
Worms his journey was one continued 
ovation. Before entering the city a 
man, mounted on a swift charger, rode 
up to Luther and handed him a mes- 
sage. It comes from a true friend ; it 
reads : “ Abstain from entering Worms.” 
“Go,” said this man of holy boldnéss, 
“tell your master, that though there 
should be as many devils at Worms as 
there are tiles on its roofs, I would en- 
ter it.” 





THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 23 


“ Luther is come,” exclaimed the 
Emperor, “ What must be done ?” Out 
speaks the Bishop of Palermo, “ Let 
your Majesty rid yourself at once of 
this man.” ‘To this the youthful mon- 
arch demurred. Next morning Luther 
is summoned to appear on the after- 
noon of the same day before the Diet. 
‘The hour arrives ; the last moment has 
come ; it is now four o’clock. The monk 
makes his appearance. See that man ; 
he comes from the ante-chamber of the 
Almighty ; he has communed with Him 
who said to Joshua, “ Be strong and of 
a good courage ; be not afraid, neither 
be thou dismayed ; for the Lord thy 
God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.” Look! Far as the eye can see 
on the route that the Reformer is to 
take, nothing but one dense mass of 
humanity meets your gaze; the streets 
are filled; every window is occupied 
and from the roofs of the houses specta- 
tors look down upon a sight that Worms 
never saw before, will never see its like 
again. No Emperor or Pope was ever 
welcomed by such a vast multitude of 
human beings as the man who in boy- 
hood’s days sang from door to door for 
his bread. With the utmost possible 
difficulty the doors of the hall are 
reached. Let us look in upon that as- 
sembly, for the sight will amply repay 
us. There before us is the very e/ife 
of Germany. 
throne is Charles the Fifth ; he only 
numbers twenty-one summers; he is 


Seated on a magnificent 


dignified in appearance ; policy, not very 
conscience, is his guide; to a great ex- 
tent he is the creature of surroundings ; 
in his eye there is the expression of bigo- 
try ; inhis voice the tone of a tyrant. Near 
by is the Pope’s Nuncio. Do not spend 
too much time in studying his features, 
for one sentence from his speech re- 








24 THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





veals the man. Said he: “ There is 
enough in the errors of Luther to war- 
rant the burning of a hundred thousand 
heretics.” Engaged in conversation 
with this person is Chancellor Eck, a 
man of like spirit. Yonder is a group 
of six Electors discussing the political 
outcome of this movement ; there are 
twenty-four Dukes ; and one of them, the 
Duke of Alva, is to stain his garments so 
thoroughly in the blood of God's saints 
that the very mention of his name, to- 
day, in the Netherlands, causes a shud- 
der ; archbishops, bishops and prelates 
are looking on, and here is the central 
figure himself, “the monk that shook 
the world.” In front of the throne he 
stands; all conversation ceases; all 
eyes are directed toward him. Beside 
him, though unseen, is the Son of God, 
He whom Nebuchadnezzar saw accom- 
panying the three Jewish worthies in 
the furnace. Before the Emperor and 
the Imperial Diet, Luther frankly ac- 
knowledges the authorship of several 
volumes. On the following evening the 
crucial question, “ Will he defend or 
retract what he has written ?” must be 
answered. The time arrives. Luther 
confesses that he is willing to burn with 
his own hands what he has written, if it 
can be proved from the writings of the 
Apostles and Prophets that he is in 
error. The Chancellor then says to him 
in tones of anger, “ You are required 
to return a clear and distinct answer. 
Will you, or will you not retract?’ To 
this God’s hero replies, “‘ Unless I am 
refuted and convinced by proofs from 
the Holy Scriptures, I neither can nor 
will retract anything, for it is neither 
safe nor expedient to 
conscience.” 


act against 
Then casting a glance at 
this august assembly, a look never to be 
forgotten by those who witnessed it, he 








asserted in the grandeur of his martyr- 
like courage with a voice that rang 
through that historic building, “ Here 
I stand, I can do nothing else. God 
help me. Amen.” 

Martin Luther is no more ; the great, 
strong, rugged Scotchman who breathed 
new life into his native land has heard 
his Master’s “ Well done;” the gentle, 
earnest, loving Englishman who awoke 
a sleeping Christian world has joined 
the Church triumphant. God grant that 
“a double portion” of the “ spirit” of 
these champions for Jehovah may rest 
on Christ-loving men who see the dan- 
gers that threaten our beloved Repub- 
lic from the political intrigues of Ro- 
manism, so that they may toil in/e//i- 
gently to defeat her who is, and has 
been, the scourge of nations! 

SHERIDAN, ILLINOIs. 


e+e 


An Actress in a Convent. 





Some months ago the Roman Catho- 
lic press made a great noise about an 
actress that left the stage to enter a 
convent. The sequel is told in the 
following item, quoted by the New York 
Sun, Oct. 18, 1887, from the London 
Telegraph: 


Mlle. Rousseil, well known 
French tragedienne, who lately entered a 
convent, in a plaintive letter addressed to 
M. Besson, a dramatic critic, tells a piteous 
tale of her present condition, in the Con- 
vent of the Assumption at Lourdes. 

She is literally dying of cold, and asks 
her friend to sell some portions of her old 
theatrical wardrobe, and to send her the 
proceeds. The climate of Lourdes 1s any- 
thing but mild at the present moment, and 
the poor actress has had to traverse the 
monntains, thinly clad, in order to assist at 
a pious fete with the sisters of the 
nunnery. 
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THE CHURCH OF ROME NOT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST, AND 


ROMANISM NOT THE 





GOSPEL OF CHRIST. 


Demonstrated in Answer to a Series of Questions 


BY PAUL 


LE CLAIR. 





‘© To the Law and to the Testimony ” 


No. 1.—ZJs the Church of Rome the 
Church of the Lord Jesus Christ, or 
any part thereof ? 

"INTRODUCTION : 
, F all the systems of error in re- 
ligion that profess to be the Gos- 
pel of Christ, none is more unde- 
serving of the Christian name than 
the system of Romanism ; and no ec- 
clesiastical organization is more un- 
justly regarded a Christian Church than 
the so-called ‘“‘ Roman Catholic and 
Apostolic Church.” 

II. Of this we are fully persuaded, for 





no other system, professed!y Christian, 
is so well adapted as Romanism to 
darken the human understanding, to 
pervert and sear the conscience and to 
lead into hopeless bondage beguiled 
and unstable souls; and no other heresy, 
without renouncing the Christian name, 
ever departed so far from the simplicity 
of the Gospel, or attempted so earnestly 
and persistently to root out and destroy 
the Church of the Living God. 

III. In order, incidentally, to bear 
testimony against the popular profanity 
which Christian 
name to the Church of Rome, and to 
vindicate the truth of God from the 
odium that justly pertains to the Papal 
superstition ; but chiefly to awaken the 
attention of thoughtful Romanists to 
the distinction between-truth and error, 


applies the sacred 


to aid the conscientious in the search 


for that true peace of mind which is 
afforded only by the precious Gospel 
of Christ, and which they find not in 
the dead formalism of Rome, and to 


—**Come out of her, My people.”’ 

rescue ingenuous souls from the debas- 
ing and corrupting bondage of priestly 
domination, is the design of the follow- 
ing articles. 

WE commence the examination of 
the general question stated above with 
the following observations : 

1. The author of the Christian re- 
ligion and the only head of the Christian 
Church is “the Lord Jesus Christ, who 
being the eternal Son of God, became 
man by taking to himself a true body 
reasonable -appearing 
upon the earth about the year of the 


and a soul ”- 
world 4,ooo—or about eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. 

2. The Church of Christ, before his 
crucifixion, was composed of all that 
followed the Patriarchal and Levitical 
religion, as taught in the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament. The Church of 
Christ, since the crucifixion, has been 
composed of all those persons in every 
age and nation, together with their 
children, who profess the holy religion 
of Christ, and submit to his laws as 
taught only in the Scriptures of the 
Old and New Testaments. 

3. The personal ministry of Jesus 
our Saviour, on earth, was devoted to 
the offices of humanity—comforting the 
afflicted, commiserating and relieving 
the sorrows of the distressed, setting 
his disciples the example of true piety, 
proving himself to be the long promised 
Messiah, instructing his apostles in the 
truths of his religion, and finally having 
obeyed the law of God perfectly for the 
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justification of his people, he offered 
himself upon the Cross, the vicarious 
and all sufficient sacrifice for their eter- 
nal redemption from the penalty of sin, 
and from its pollution and dominion. 
4. The Apostles were twelve men 
whom Jesus chose from among his fol- 
lowers, and whom he sent forth with 
authority to teach mankind the truths 
of the establish his 


Gospel and to 


Church in the world. The Apostles 
were qualified for this work by being 
instructed personally by Christ himself, 
by witnessing his life, miracles, death 
and resurrection, and in being empow- 
ered by the Holy Ghost to perform 
miracles in testimony of their divine 
mission to lost men. 

5. The Apostles by their preaching 
instructed mankind in the knowledge 
of the Gospel, and by leaving the same 
on record in the books of the New 
Testament, which were written under 
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and 
which, with the Old Testament written 
long before by holy men of God who 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost, form a sufficient and perspicu- 
ous revelation of “ what man ought to 
believe concerning God and what duty 
God requires of man.” ‘These Scrip- 
tures are thus the authorative charter, 
infallible guide and only binding law of 
the blood bought Church—the glorious 
inheritance of man 
bequeathed by the hand of God. 

6. The functions of the apostolic 
office were two-fold: The first con- 
sisted in bearing testimony to the res- 


and indefeasible 


urrection of Christ and leaving on rec- 
ord the truth in which they had been 
instructed. The second consisted in 


preaching the Gospel, administering, 
the sacraments and exercising govern. 


ment in the churches. To qualify them 
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for the former functions it was needful 
to have seen the Lord Jesus Christ 
after his resurrection, to be endowed 
with miraculous powers to confirm their 
testimony, and to be divinely inspired. 
It follows, therefore, that in this extra- 
ordinary and special part of their work 
they have had no successors. For none 
that pretend to be 
cessors have ever in the flesh seen the 
Lord Jesus Christ—none can work 
And the 
reason of this is that the special design 
of the office having been fully accom- 


their special suc- 


miracles—none are inspired. 


plished by the original apostles, suc- 
cessors were not required; and indeed, 
For after the resur- 
rection had been proved by the testi- 


were impossible. 


mony and miracles of eye witnesses, the 
mere affirmation of men who had not 
in the flesh seen Christ after his resur- 
rection, could add nothing to its truth. 
And after the written Word of God 
had been completed in all its parts by 
inspired men, it was not susceptible of 
addition or amendment by any one else 
whatever. not even by an apostle him- 
self, nor by an angel from heaven. 
(Gal. 1: 8.) 

7. In their office as Ministers of the 
Word of God, the Apostles had no 
authority above that of the ordinary 
and permanent pastors of the church, 
(1 Peter, 5: 1, 2) ; and in this they 
have been succeeded by those ministers 
regularly appointed, who have preached 
salvation through 
Christ alone, and who have administered 


the atonement of 


the sacraments and exercised govern- 
ment in the Church according to the 
written Word of God; 
having been made overseers (bishops) 
over the flock by the Holy Ghost 
(Acts 20: 28.) 


unalterable 


8. Membership in the Church of 
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Christ necessarily requires adhesion to 
Jesus Christ as its head—and obedience 
to the law of Christ as the rule of faith 
and practice. Accordingly, when an 
individual or a community professedly 
belonging to the Church of Christ, ac- 
knowledges other head of the 
Church besides Christ, and obeys any 
other law than that of Christ, as the 
rule of religious faith, that individual 


any 


ceases to be a member, and that com- 
munity ceases to 
Church of Christ. Now it cannot be 
denied that the Church of Rome ad- 
heres to the Pope as the head of that 
community, and that she makes it a 
matter 


be a part of the 


of conscience to believe and 
obey whatever has been handed down 
by tradition, and whatever has been or 
may be decreed by Popes or Councils. 
It follows, therefore, that the Church 
of Rome as a body, is not the Chur-h 
of Christ nor any part thereof, and that 
the members of the Church of Rome, 
as such, are not members of the Church 
of Christ. 

There may de Christians in the Pa- 
pal community, and we believe there 
are multitudes, (otherwise why the voice 
from heaven—Come out 
people. Rev. 18: 4.) But they are 
Christians zz spite of the darkness and 
idolatry, the superstition and blasphemy 


of her my 


with which they are everywhere sur 
rounded. But we now speak of the 
Church of Rome as an organization 
and Papism as a system of ecclesiasti- 
cal government, and we maintain that 
the Roman ecclesiastical organization 
is not a Christian Church, that Papism 
is not the Gospel of Christ, and that no 
Papist, as such, is a Christian. 

9g. These may be uncharitable ex- 
pressions and conclusionshastily reached; 
but what have we to do with charity 


CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 





97 
~f 


for error, when the interests at stake 
are the momentous issues of the eter- 
nal world? Will charity for fatal error 
prevent it from ruining the soul that 
holds it, redeem the spirit that it de- 
stroys, or shed one ray of hope upon 
the dark despair of hell? Would not 
true charity rather lead us to examine 
the claims of the Papal system upon 
which it pretends to exclude from the 
hope of salvation all that do not bow 
in submission to its tyranous domina- 
tion; and judging it by the Word of 
God, become deeply impressed with its 
impious and anti-Christian character, 
and that any concessions as to the use- 
fulness of Papal institutions or the in- 
nocence of Romish practices are fraught 
with imminent danger to the temporal 
and eternal interests of the human race. 

10. That the conclusions above 
stated are not hastily drawn, must be 
the conviction of all who will candidly 
and patiently examine the diversity of 
the Church of the Pope from the 
Church of Christ ; that these 
are governed by different systems of 


bodies 


constitutional law ; that they render 
allegiance.to different sovereign au- 
thority ; that the form of government 
of the Church of Rome is not the form 
ordained for the. Church of Christ ; 
that the objects and modes of worship 
in the Pope’s Church do not exist and 
are not practiced in the Church of the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; that the doctrines 
and duties inculcated by the Church of 
Rome as the way of salvation are not 
maintained and held forth, but on the 
contrary are repudiated by the Church 
of Christ; that the Church of Christ 
and the Church of Rome sustain to the 
civil government totally different rela- 
tions ; that the influence and results 
of Papism are not the influence and re- 
sults of the glorious Gospel of the 
Blessed God ! 
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At what instant Ishall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to 
build and to plant it; if it do evil in my sight, that it obey not my voice, then I will 
repent of the good wherewith I said I would benefit them.—Jeremian 18; 9, 10. 


PIFAUIS language was spoken of Israel, 
whose continued rebellion in spite 

A\. of Jehovah's warning brought 
upon them utter desolation and ruin. 
The truth, then so strikingly made 
manifest, is by no means obsolete. 
Almighty God is still the ruler of na- 
tions. ‘He ruleth by his power for- 
“ Promotion cometh neither 
from the east, nor from the west, nor 


” 
ever. 


from the south ; but God is judge; he 
setteth up 
made of one 


down one and 
“And _ hath 


blood all nations of men to dwell on all 


putteth 
another.” 


the face of the earth, and hath deter- 
mined the times before appointed, and 
the bounds of their habitation.” 

We are warranted by such language 
in believing that our country is the 
child of Providence, nurtured by his 
hand and entrusted with a great mission 
to mankind. A review of ,its history 


and character would leave no other 
impression on an intelligent and candid 
mind. Enough will be said, it is 
hoped, to establish its high orig'n, to 
emphasize our responsibilities, to en- 
large the apprehension and apprecia- 
tion of our privileges, and to quicken 
that spirit of patriotism which is the 
best guarantee of their continuance. 
We need not pause to discuss the 
material side of the subject. Few are 
aware how vast are our physical re- 
sources. 


But these do not make a 


country. ‘There are countries as fertile 
as our own, and yet in the slumber of 


ignorance, or but just awaking after 





centuries of useless existence. And as 
for embattled defences, the life of a 
nation is not assured by steel ships and 
stone fortresses. ‘That country is the 
richest,” says Ruskin, “ which nourishes 
the greatest number of noble and 
happy human beings.” And, we may 
add, it is the most secure. History 
proves that when the manhood of a 
nation decays, IcHasop—the glory is 
departed—may be written on its brow. 

The high-minded men who consti- 
tute a State are no chance product. 
Material advantages alone can never 
account for them. The cause of na- 
tional greatness is a civilization which 
fosters intelligence and virtue; a civili- 
zation in whick liberty of thought is 
combined with purity of conscience. 
Why is North America alone an influ- 
ential power in the Western Hemis- 
phere? ‘The answer must be found in 
its superior civilization. And what is 
the root of this? Look 
at Mexico and South America. What a 
commentary do they present on the 
depressing effects of a false and perni- 
cious religion! Cortez had conquered 
Mexico a hundred 


Its religion. 


years before the 
landing of the Pilgrim Fathers on 
Plymouth Rock. In his wake followed 
the corrupt religion of Catholic Spain. 
What has that religion, in its most un- 
restricted form, done for that oppressed 
country ? The people never had any 
liberties until a revolution overthrew 
the Romish priesthood who ruled 


Mexico for centuries with a rod of 


















he 
ni- 
red 
the 

on 
ved 
ain. 

un- 


se 


any 


ire 
uled 
al 





d 


Ww 


of 





THE 





iron. 


And this has been accomplished 
so recently that it has barely become 
historic. A careful observer could not 
fail to see that this revolution was due 
to the enlightening influence of our 
Protestant Republic adjoining them and 
revealing the awful degradation into 
which they had been sunk. 

A quotation from a recent lecture of 
Rev. Father 
Mercer, 


Donnelly, delivered at 


on occasion of his 
leaving the Romish priesthood at that 
place, will indicate how much Roman 


Catholicism 


ra., the 


Mexican 
morals during these hundreds of years. 


has done for 
“Not only dioceses and archdioceses,” 
he says, ‘‘but the entire church and 
whole countries have been devastated 
by the blighting effects of ecclesiastical 
rule. No one can visit Mexico to-day 
and fail to behold the deplorable result 


of Roman power in that unhappy 
country. The people’s religion is a 
compound of servile fear and wild 


fanaticism. I have seen them run to 
church to pray on the approach of 
earthquakes, and return home to get 
drunk on mecal whiskey. I witnessed 
them go to mass, kiss the clayey floor 
of the adobe church, through devotion, 
and on leaving, steal candles from the 
vestry of that temple of worship. When 
in Mexico America, | 
found that the priests were better post- 


and Central 
ed on scapulars, medals and holy water 


than on Scripture. The people are 
mouldy with superstition and worship 
the Padres.” 

What is true of Mexico, is equally 
true of South America. Why, may we 
ask, is not Romanism as vicious and 
demoralizing in North America? Prot- 
estant made it 
otherwise. Whatever civil and religious 
progress has come to Catholic coun- 


enlightenment has 
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tries must be ascribed to that broad 
spirit of liberty that awoke to action in 
the time of Luther. ‘The reformation 
infused new life everywhere, and Ro- 
man Catholic subjects were benefited 
in spite of the Church of Rome. But 
the old system still exists, and exhibits 
much of the same spirit that enchained 
the souls of men during the dark ages. 
It is not allowed to have its own bent ; 
is, in fact, by force of circumstances, 
put on its good behaviour. 

This countsy began its career under 
the Protestant or New Testament type 
of Christianity, which represented free- 
The 
Reformation had emancipated Europe 
from the thralldom of a spiritual hier 


dom of thought and conscience. 


archy, whose desolating woe that con- 
The 


new principle of liberty found a con 


tinent suffered for long centuries. 


genial home in Eng!and, which became 
its base of operations. From that land 
were to come the great forces to evolve 
Politi- 
cally England did not wholly break 
with the past, as her form of govern- 


the true democracy on earth. 


ment, with her nobility, that heirloom 
of feudalism, shows. Nevertheless, she 
furnished a pure Christianity and an 
intense love of freedom, with all this 
implied, to the new world. 

The dedicated 
America to the God of freedom 


Pilgrim _ settlers 
and 
right, and during its formative period, 
Protestant influence was complete. 
Any one acquainted with the facts has 
only to contrast the wide-awake energy 
and advancement of the Protestant col 
onies with the inertia that marked Ro- 
man Catholic settlements in this coun- 
try, to see how much we owe to the 
providence that made us the offspring 
of England. When the descendants of 


our Pilgrim fathers pushed westward, 
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bearing the seeds of empire, and finally 
scaled the mountains to find homes 
and plant free institutions in California, 
as late as 1845, they found the stagnant 
remains of Spanish settlements and 
Catholic missions a hundred years old. 
Under the providence of God the 
American colonies thrived, achieved 
their independence, and inaugurated the 
reign of this splendid Republic. 

Our heritage, then, is civil and relig- 

Its 
human 


democratic 
equality. The 
American Republic stands alone in the 


ious liberty. broad 


principle is 


privileges it accords its citizens and the 
opportunities it affords for their highest 
development. Here, at least, every man 
is the equal of every other man. In 
spite of the silly exclusiveness which, in 
some circles, apes the aristocracy of the 
old world, equality is the great fact of 
our Republic. Industry and worth are 
the only price of emolument and honor. 
And this is the true nobility. An Eng- 
lishman said to Bishop Thompson, by 
way of disparaging American life, “You 


have no nobility.” Straightening him- 


self up to his full height, he replied, 
with a profound bow, “ You are now 


conversing with one of the royal family 
of the United States of America.” This 
is, in the fullest sense, “a government 
of the people, by the people, and for 
the people.” As such, it is a leavening 
Think of what its 
example has effected in the civil order 


power in the earth. 


of Mexico, South America, Switzerland, 
France and Greece. It has tempered 
monarchial forms of government until 
monarchy and despotism are no longer, 
as formerly, synonymous. ‘The restless- 
ness of the peasantry in Russia and 
other parts of Europe may be traced as 
much to the irrepressible spirit of re- 
publicanism which this land has fostered 


as to the galling deprivations of their 
own life. The times are rife with this 
spirit and the world is shaping itself for 
its triumph. Democracy is the pre- 
ordained condition of the race. De Toc- 
queville saw this, and urged his coun- 
trymen to accept the fact, and place 
themselves in the line of its triumphant 
march, asserting that “to attempt to 
check democracy would be to resist the 
will of God.” 

By the providence of God then, we 
are made the world’s almoners of civil 
and religious liberty. It is his will that 
the nations shall be renewed and exalted 
by the principles which here have been 
first and fully applied. Shall we be true 
to the high trust imposed upon us? 
Then must we stand solidly by those 
principles and suffer no tampering with 
the peculiar institutions which are their 
outgrowth. In short, we must heed the 
warning of prophecy. Let us never for- 
get that “ Righteousness exalteth a na- 
tion, but sin is a reproach to any peo- 
ple.” Religious principle has raised 
this country to its high position among 
the nations of the earth, and only sin 
can bring it down from there. Christi- 
anity and human equality are related to 
each other as cause and effect. The 
New Testament ideal, as exhibited in 
the first Christian community, means 
pure democracy. The American gov- 
ernment most nearly corresponds to 
that ideal. Its perpetuity depends upon 
our fidelity to that principle. “The 
price of liberty,” says an able writer, 
“is fealty to the Lord. But power and 
civil blessings, though entailed by cove- 
nant, are but transient baubles in the 
hands of apostates.” Recall the case 
of Solomon. 

The first thing we must guard with 
jealous care is the Christian faith. If 
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we cease to maintain this, we let go the 
sheet-anchor of our liberties and begin 
to drift on the wild waves of social 
anarchy and ruin. Says De Tocque- 
ville: ** Despotism may govern without 
faith, but liberty cannot. Religion is 
much more necessary in a_ republic 
than in a monarchy. How is it possi- 
ble that society should escape destruc- 
tion, if the moral tie be not strengthened 
in proportion as the political tie is re- 
laxed? And what can be done with a 
people who are their own masters, if 
they be not submissive to the Deity ? 
Liberty regards religion as its com- 
panion in all its battles and its tri- 
umphs, as the cradle of its infancy, and 
the divine source of its claims. It 
considers religion as the safeguard of 
morality, and morality as the best 
security of law and the surest pledge of 
the duration of freedom.” 


These sentiments agree with the 
farewell declaration of Washington: 


‘And let us with caution indulge the 
supposition that morality can be main- 
tained without religion. Whatever may 
be conceded to the influence of refined 
education on minds of peculiar struc 
ture, reason and experience both forbid 
us to expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious princi- 
pie. 

Let these words sink deep into the 
hearts of the American people to-day, 
when so many godless forces are seek- 
ing to destroy the very root of our na- 
tionality. 

( Zo be concluded in our next.) 

ose 
REVIEWS AND LITERARY NOTICES. 
[All works noticed in these columns can_ be 
{ at this office at Publishers’ prices. ] 


A History of the Inquisition of the Middle Ages. 
By Henry C. Lea. In three volumes, 8vo., 
cloth, uncut edges, gilt tops, $3.00 a volume. 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers, New York. 
We have received Vol. I., of this 

comprehensive history of the Inquisi- 

tion. In Mr. Lea’s previous works, 

“An Historical Sketch of Sacerdotal 

Celibacy,” “ Studies in Church His- 

tory,” and “Superstition and Force,” 
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he has shown great scholarship, deep 
learning and a knowledge of Church his- 
tory in special departments that is as 
rare as it is precious to the student and 
scholar in our day. General histories 
of the Church, however excellent, must 
be supplemented by histories of special 
subjects to give color and form to the 
outline. ‘This is what Mr. Lea has 
done in his previous works, his History 
of Sacerdotal Celibacy being the most 
complete work on the subject that has 
been published. His History of the 
Inquisition takes a wider scope and 
covers a larger field than any account 
of that Institution that has yet appear- 
ed in any language. 

While the Roman Catholic world is 
celebrating the Jubilee of Pope Leo. 
XIII., to commemorate the fiftieth an- 
niversary of his ordination to the priest- 
hood, the Protestant world should not 
allow the “toleration of intolerance” to 
go so far as toforget what former Popes 
have done in the name of the religion of 
Christ through the machinery of the 
Inquisition. 

A more extended review of this work, 
which will cover 2,000 pages when com- 
pleted, will appear ina future issue. 
The contents of the first voluwe include 
chapters in “ The Church: its Relations 
with the People,” “The Waldenses and 
Albigenses,” “ Persecution: its origin 
and Development,” ‘“ Organization of 
the Inquisition,” “Character of the Evi- 
dence in the Inquistional Process; 
Hopelessness of the Defence,” “The 
Sentence,” “ Punishments,” “ Death by 
Burning.” The mass of learning con- 
tained in this first volume is immense. 
Besides the author's personal collection 
of materials and the researches of re- 
cent scholars, he has had correspon- 
dents at work in all the libraries and 
archives where unprinted records are to 
be tound, 

ose 

For a club of ten new subscri- 
bers, on receipt of ten dollars, you can 
secure ‘* The Sower and the Virgin,” by 
Lord Robert Montagu, and Father 


Chiniquy’s “ Fifty Years in the Church 
Both will be sent free. 


of Rome.” 


THE 


PUBLISHER'S NOTES, 


x07 HERE can our readers find such 


VY) brilliant articles on various 
aspects of Romanism as we lay before 
them this month from the pens of Revs. 
John Lee, Newton Wray, Leo Reed and 
Paul Le Clair? We venture to say such 
a galaxy of writers on the subject can- 
not be found in any other periodical. 
This is not an advertising boast ;—but 


it is the plain truth, told for the purpose 


of giving credit to such admirable writ- 
ers and congratulating our readers that 
we can give them such a feast of good 
things. Many more articles from the 
same pens, and from others equally bril- 
liant, will appear in our pages during the 
year. Such being the case we hope 
none of our present subscribers will for 
a moment think of saying—“I cannot 
take THE 


year.” 
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What! not take it this year and 
miss all the good things that are to 
come! Of course you will take it be- 
cause the magazine has gained your 
respect and esteem, and you will in it 
find food for the mind and heart that 
cannot be had elsewhere. 

We could fill 


tracts from the letters we have reccived 


three issues with ex- 
during the last month commending THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIc and praising it 
for the excellence of its special features. 
1887; 
“1 did not take your magazine this year 


One friend writes, Dec. 20, 
because I thought I could not spare the 
subscription, but after so many months 
of absence I am heartily glad to come 
back again, or rather, to welcome its 
visits to my home. I cannot do with- 
out.” “Another writes: So many religi- 
ous papers come to me that I cannot 
find time to read them all, andI thought 


I could dispense with THE CONVERTED 
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CaTHOLICc, but after awhile I returned 
to its perusal with added zest. I find in 
it matters of great importance discuss- 
ed in an excellent manner that I cannot 
find in any other periodical.” 

The Rev. Joseph Hartwell, author of 
“ Romanism and Politics ; Tammany 
Hall the Stranghold of Rome,” writes 
from Binghameton, N. Y., December 
St, 2007: 


Dear Bro.—Your last letter to Car- 
dinal Gibbons is worth more than the 
subscription price for the year. As I 
got through reading it I became excited, 
rose to my feet and made a strong 
speech, * as it were.” 

But it is not alone our subscribers of 
the last four years that we ask to renew 
their subscriptions, if they have not 
done so already, but subscribers of 
recent date, and—alas ! how numerous 
they are !—those who have not paid 
anything, but have been our faithful 
readers all these years. ‘“ Why do you 
send them the magazine if they do not 
pay ?” Because—because ; it is hard to 
say why we send it to them, but we 
live in hope that they will pay some 
time or other. Perhaps when we are 
dead they will send a tear of regret to 
the printer that they did not pay up, 
and even that would be better than 
nothing. But we hope they will show 
some consideration while we are alive 
and by doing their part help us to do 
ours more effectually. ‘The subscrip- 
tion is a small matter to each one, but 
the aggregate of negligent or—shall 
we say ?—tardy subscribers is so for- 
midable that we shrink from adding up 
the columns. To do so would spoil 
our New Year. We send out no biils 
or dunning letters, as those good people 
do from whom we get necessary sup- 
plies, but we send this appeal to all who 
have hitherto deferred sending their 
subscription: Please renew now! 








